CMNS 348-4
GLOBALIZATION AND MEDIA
Prerequisites:
60 credit hours including at least 2 of CMNS 210, 220, 221, 223, 230, 235, 240 or 253.
Overview:

This course examines the dynamic global transformations in media, including broadcast, film, online game, and digital media in a broad international and comparative context. We will begin the semester by investigating globalization as a critical concept and then move to a consideration of media in the long history of globalization. During the semester we will focus on a number of political, economic, cultural, and technological issues addressed by media and globalization at the turn of the twenty-first century. Some of these key issues include the international trade in media culture, cultural imperialism, the role of the nation-state, new technologies of media production and reception, advertising, and corporate media ownership. Throughout the semester, students will get a handle on the concept and engage in critical examination of the contemporary world; in particular, which media and communication technologies play key roles in a globalized world.

Required Readings:

Frank J. Lechner and John Boli (eds.), The Globalization Reader (TGR), 3rd edition.  Blackwell, 2008.
Daya K. Thussu, International Communication, 2nd edition.  London:  Arnold, 2006.

Recommended Reading:

Oliver Boyd-Barrett, Ed., Communications Media, Globalization, and Empire.  John Libbey & Company, 2006 (recommended).
Additional materials will be placed on reserve (or can be found at the library) throughout the semester. 

Course Requirements: 
Weekly writing/reactions
10%

Attendance/Seminar Participation
10%
Leading a Seminar Discussion
20%
In-Class Mid-Term Exam
30%
Final Paper
30%
The School expects that the grades awarded in this course will bear some reasonable relation to established university-wide practices with respect to both levels and distribution of grades. In addition, the School will follow Policy T10.02 with respect to “Intellectual Honesty” and “Academic Discipline” (see the current Calendar, General Regulations section).

Weekly writing/reactions (10% of final grade)

These will consist of short writings (300-400 words) that in some way engage with the reading for that week. They may be focused on a specific question or they may ask for general impressions. These writings are due each class (in class submission during the break), and they will help us to prepare to discuss the material for each session. Each writing will receive either one point or none, based on the effort and level of analysis displayed in the writing (i.e., a real engagement with the ideas presented in the chapters and articles). There will be ten in all. No writings in the first session and in the mid-term session. There will be 0.5 point deduction for the late submission. 

Attendance/Seminar Participation (10% of final grade)
Students are expected to attend every class, be on time, and be ready to discuss the material for the day. Although each class will generally begin with some introductory lecture material, discussions will be used as the primary manner of covering the material.  All class discussions are potential sources for exams.  Through our discussions, we can learn immensely valuable things from each other; the readings are very important, but so are our own individual experiences of the mass media.  By talking, debating, and sharing ideas, we will all grow, both as individuals and as communication students.
Unexcused absences are not allowed; so if you miss something on a day on which you are absent without an excuse, you may not make it up.  (Excused absences generally revolve around illnesses.  Please ask the instructor if you any questions about what is excused and what is not.)  And please do not be late.  If you are having trouble getting to class on time, please see me.  If you are late (i.e., not there by the time I call your name) twice, I will count the second late day as an unexcused absence.

There are two scales for participation: one for regular participation in in-class discussions and activities, and one for rare participation. 

Regular participation: 


Rare participation:

Absences        Points
 Absences
Points

0                    10 
     0

 8
1-2                  8 
     1-2

 6

3-4                  5
     3-4

 3

5                     2                                                                            5

 1
6 or more        0 
     6 or more 
 0
Leading a Seminar Discussion (20% of final grade)
This course will be taught as a seminar. Students must read the assigned readings and attend every class prepared to participate in class discussion. As a part of this requirement, the students will be responsible for co-facilitating a class discussion on the assigned readings and lectures. 

Each seminar meeting will begin with a student presentation prepared and presented in groups of two-three. The primary purpose is to serve as a basis for class discussion, so please prepare them with that in mind. Presentation should cover the readings assigned for the class session in which they are delivered, and may also address the topic of the readings more generally. (That is, you may raise questions or issues not dealt with in the readings). You may choose to divide up the readings, or to jointly prepare all assigned readings.

The formal presentation is only the first part of assignment. After summarizing and critiquing the readings, presenters will be expected to guide class discussion or other topically relevant class activities for about 30 minutes. Presentations should last approximately 15 minutes, followed by approximately 30 minutes of student-led discussion. Students presenting in weeks two and three will receive special consideration in grading for going first. 
Here are the details. First, your presentations should summarize the main points of the readings. Do not give an exhaustive summary of the readings: remember that everyone else has read them and prepared response papers. Second, critique the readings. For example, if the reading presents an argument, how convincing do you find the argument? Why? Can you think of additional examples or applications of the reading? What questions did the author either not satisfactorily address, or not ask at all? How does the reading relate to other concepts or issues dealt with in class? In short, this is where you should raise some ideas for class discussion that go beyond mere summary. Finally, the presentation should lead into class discussion, which you will coordinate. This can either be done by developing questions to start and guide such a discussion (which you will be primarily responsible for leading). 

In-Class Mid-term Exam (30% of final grade)
The mid-term exam will include short answer and essay questions. The exam will be designed to reward those who do the reading, listen carefully and think about lectures, and really grasp the key concepts and questions. In general, your paper should be well thought out and argued, substantiated with evidence and well written. The paper should demonstrate your engagement with the readings and other material covered in the course.

Final Paper (30% of final grade)

Each student, or team of 2 students, will write an original research paper for the class.  You will prepare a one-page proposal of what you plan to do early in the semester, which will be part of the final grade.  Details on this assignment will be provided later in the semester.

GRADING: 100-point scale.

A+ = 95 - 100%

A   = 90 - 94.9%

A-  = 88 - 89.9%

B+ = 84 - 87.9%

B   = 80 - 83.9%

B-  = 77 - 79.9%

C+ = 74 - 76.9%

C   = 70 - 73.9%

C-  = 67 - 69.9%

D (pass) = 60 - 66.9%

F (fail) = 0 - 59.9%

READING SCHEDULE (Subject to Change with Notice)
Week 1:
Introduction: What is Globalization?

Week 2:
The Cultural Politics of Globalization 1
Benjamin Barber, “Jihad vs. MacWorld,” 32-38 (TGR).

Anthony Giddens. Comment: the 1999 Reith Lecture: New world without end. Observer, April 11, 1999.
Daya Thussu, “Introduction to the first edition,” xiv-xxii. 
Benedict Anderson. Imagined Communities. London: Verso. 1983, 1-7. 

Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” 39-47 (TGR).

Week 3:
The Cultural Politics of Globalization 2
Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Modern World-System as a Capitalist World-Economy,” 55-61 (TGR).

Roland Robertson, “Globalization as a Problem,” 87-94 (TGR).

Arjun Appadurai. “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural Economy,” 95-104 (TGR).

Joseph Man Chan. “Global Media and the Dialectics of the Global.” Global Media and Communication 1(1) 2005; 24-28 (library search).

Week 4:
Globalization and Media History
Daya Thussu, “The Historical Context of International Communication,” 1-39.
 
Daya Thussu, “Approaches to Theorizing International Communication,” 40-65.
Week 5:
Globalization and Culture: Local Forms of Global Culture/ Paper Proposal
Shome, Raka & Radha Hedge. “Culture, Communication, and the Challenge of Globalization.” Critical Studies in Media Communication, 19(2) (2002): 172-189. (library search).

James L. Watson, “McDonald’s in Hong Kong,” 126-134 (TGR).

John Sinclair, Elizabeth Jacka, and Stuart Cunningham, “Peripheral Vision,” 
311-316 (TGR).
John Tomlinson, “Cultural Imperialism,” 317-326 (TGR).

In class Video: Global Media.

Week 6:
The Nation-State: Dead or Alive
Kenichi Ohmae, “The End of the Nation State,” 223-227 (TGR).

Susan Strange, “The Declining Authority of States,” 228-234 (TGR).

Dani Rodrik, “Has Globalization Gone Too Far?” 241-246 (TGR).

Joseph E. Stiglitz, “Globalism’s Discontents,” 208-215 (TGR).

Colin Sparks, “What’s wrong with globalization,” Global Media and Communication 3(2) (2007): 133-155 (library search).
Week 7:
Connecting the World
Daya Thussu, “Creating a Global Communications Infrastructure,” 66-97.
Daya Thussu, “International Communication in the Internet Age,” 207-249.

Jesus Martin-Barbero, “The Processes: From Nationalisms to Transnationals,” 
50-57 Media in Global Context (class handout).
Week 8: 
Mid-Term Exam (in-class).

Week 9:
The Business of Global Media
Daya Thussu, “The Global Media Bazaar,” 98-144.
Dal Yong Jin (2008). “Neoliberal Restructuring of the Global Communication 

System: Mergers and Acquisitions,” Media, Culture and Society 30(3): 357-373 
(library search).
Week 10
The Culture of Global Media: Film
Janet Wasko, “Hollywood Meets Madison Avenue: The Commercialization of U.S. Films,” in Media in Global Context. 113-130 (library reserve).
Heather Tyrrell, “Bollywood versus Hollywood: Battle of the Dream Factories,” 327-334 (TGR).

Huaitang Wu and Chan, Joseph M. “Globalizing Chinese martial arts cinema: the 
global-local alliance and the production of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” 
Media, Culture and Society 29 (2) (2007): 195-217 (library search).

Week 11:
The Culture of Global Media: Contra-flow
Mia Consalvo, “Console video games and global corporations: creating a hybrid 
culture,” New Media and Society, 8 (1) (2006): 117-137. (library search).
Anthony Fung, “Think globally, act locally: China’s rendezvous with MTV,” 
Global Media and Communication 2(1) (2006): 71-88. (library search).
Week 12:
Theorizing Global Resistance
Daya Thussu, “Contraflow in Global Media,” 180-206.

Annabelle Sreberny-Mohammadi and Ali MoHammadi, “Small Media and Revolutionary Change: A New Model,” in Media in Global Context. 220-235 (library reserve).
John Hochheimer, “Organizing Democratic Radio: Issues in Praxis,” 236-237 in Media in Global Context. (library reserve).
James Lull, “China Turned On (Revisited): Television, Reform and Resistance,” in Media in Global Context. 259-268 (library reserve).
Week 13:       Wiring the World
National Research Council. Broadband: Bringing Home the Bit. Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press, 2002, pp. 62-81. (class handout).
Sawyer, S., Allen J. and Lee, H. “Broadband and Mobile Opportunities: a socio-technical perspective.” Journal of Information Technology 18 (2) (2003): 121-136. ( library search).
Choongok Lee and Sylvia M. Chan-Olmsted, “Competitive advantage of broadband Internet: a comparative study between South Korea and the United States,” Telecommunications Policy 28 (9-10) (2004): 649-677. ( library search).
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