ENSC ITEM 6
Motion: That the GPA requirement of 2.4 be relaxed to the university norm of 2.0.
Rationale: 
a) Maintaining a 2.0 GPA is the norm in other engineering schools in BC and Canada. (Several Engineering departments were surveyed.) 

b) According to SFU Calendar 2.4 falls between C+ and B-, which maps to around 70% when grading courses. 

c) ENSC admitted students from a wider pool of elite to above-average students and the      expectation that they outperform their counterparts from other schools has proven to be unrealistic and unsustainable.

d) The required 2.4 GPA is one of the main causes for students not completing their studies in the normal four years; this impacts negatively on school performance indicators.

e) Monitoring and enforcing this GPA requirement demands technological and human resources that are not available to conduct a judicious and timely review of all students.

f) The “C” grade and its numerical equivalent (2.0) have universal meaning implying “satisfactory” performance.  Instructors aware of the 2.4 constraint may inadvertently skew grades upward.

g) Quality control can be maintained by strict assessment and interpretation of grades as students falling below the 2.0 requirement are then subject to university regulations.

h) The SPRC noted that, excluding MSE students, around 16% of students have a GPA lower than 2.4.  Under current regulations, significant FTEs will be lost, with serious resource implications.

i) In light of the reduction of the minimum CGPA to 2.0, UCC recommend to the director that the director form a committee as soon as possible to look at mentorship and other retention enhancement mechanisms.
